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HEPORT 


The  undersigned  appointed  a  committee  under  an  order  of  the 
18th  ult.,  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  house  for 
storing  fuel,  and  a  fire  proof  building  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Records  of  the  State,  and  otherwise  improving  the  public 
grounde,"  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report: 

That  they  have  examined  with  care  the  different  subjects  embrac- 
ed in  the  order,  and  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  an  appro- 
priation for  the  purposes  therein  indicated  is  highly  expedient  and 
absolutely  necessary. 

The  first  consideration  which  forced  itself  upon  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  was  the  fact,  that  the  present  condition  of  the 
Public  Buildings  is  one  of  entire  insecurity.  There  is  no  water  to 
be  found  within  the  State  House  Circle,  and  the  neighborhood  af- 
fords a  very  small  supply.  If  a  fire  should  break  out  in  the  State 
House,  there  would  be  no  means  at  hand  for  its  extinguishment, 
and  the  whole  building  might  be  destroyed  for  the  want  of  a  timely 
supply  of  water.  Several  of  the  State  Capitols  have  been  consum- 
ed by  fire,  and  among  them,  the  old  State  House  of  Maryland. 
It  is  criminal  neglect  to  refuse  to  provide  the  means  of  preventing 
the  recurrence  of  such  a  calamity. 

The  committee  have  ascertained  that  three  tanks  ot  cisterns 
may  be  constructed  at  an  expense  of  $1200,  each  to  contain 
about  9000  gallons.  These  would  be  supplied  from  the  roof  of  the 
State  House,  and  if  judiciously  placed  vvou]diaff"ord  a  supply  sufli- 
cient  for  any  emergency.  A  pump  placed  in  one  of  these  would 
furnish  water  for  the  daily  use  of  the  S'.ate  House.  The  committee 
recommend  the  construction  of  one  cistern  in  the  rear  of  the  State 
House  and  one  on  either  side  of  the  building. 

The  same  desire  to  render  the  building  secure  against  fire,  in- 
duces the  committee  to  condemn  the  practice  of  storing  fuel  be- 
neath and  around  the  Slate  House.  There  are  two  furnaces  under 
the  building  and  the  slightest  carelessness  might  cause  its  destruc- 
tion. 


In  consequence  of  the  present  plan  of  piling  large  quantities  of 
wood  in  the  rear  of  the  building,  the  grounds  are  converted  into  a 
common  woodyard,  the  turf  destroyed  by  carts,  and  the  whole 
premises  rendered  unsightly  and  disgraceful  to  the  State,  while  the 
fuel  is  exposed  to  waste  and  injury  from  the  weather.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  correcting 
these  evils  and  they  have  embraced  this  objeci  in  their  plan  of  im- 
provement. 

They  found  on  examination  that  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
House  are  collected  vast  quantities  of  valuable  records.  One 
class  of  these  is  stored  in  the  Executive  Chamber,  Armory  and  office 
of  the  Adjutant  General,  and  some  in  the  dome  of  the  building. — 
These  consist  of  interesting  original  documents  connected  with  the 
early  history  of  the  province  and  with  the  thrilling  event  of  our  Rev- 
olutionary struggle.  Many  of  them  are  unpublished  manuscript  let- 
ters and  orders  from  the  hand  of  Washington  and  his  associates. 
They  are  now  crammed  away  in  confusion,  and  are  almost  value- 
less from  the  difficulty  of  finding  them. 

The  Archives  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Delegates  constitute  a 
second  class.  They  are  now  carelessly  crowded  into  insufficient 
cases  in  the  Committee  rooms  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  find 
any  paper  connected  with  previous  sessions.  This  confusion  is 
the  necessary  result  of  the  want  of  proper  room  for  arranging  them, 
and  it  will  become  more  a  matter  of  complaint  each  year,  as  the 
records  increase. 

In  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  Land  Office  are  vast  quantities  of 
valuable  papers,  upon  which  depend  the  titles  to  most  of  the  I^nd 
in  the  State.  In  the  office  of  tiie  clerk  of  the  court  of  appeals  are 
lodged  the  extracts  sent  from  each  County,  of  all  deeds  recorded  in 
the  State.  These  extracts,  would  supply  the  loss  occasioned  by  the 
destruction  of  any  clerk's  office  in  the  State,  and  unless  they  are 
properly  preserved  there  would  be  no  means  of  supplying  such 
loss.  It  seems  absurd  to  send  extracts  from  deeds,  recorded  in 
fire  proof  buildings  in  the  counties,  to  be  preserved  in  a  house  in 
no  degree  fire  proof. 

In  the  same  office  are  deposited  the  engrossed  bills  as  passed  by 
the  Legislature.  In  many  of  the  States  of  the  Republic  no  other 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  Statute  of  Maryland  is  admitted,  ex- 
cept a  copy  taken  from  the  engrossed  bill  and  certified  by  the  offi- 
cer having  the  custody  of  them.  It  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  to 
show  the  importance  of  these  various  records  and  the  positive 
obligation  resting  upon  the  State  to  provide  for  their  safe  keeping. 
They  are  now  no  safer  than  if  they  were  lodged  in  any  private  House 
and  an  unlucky  accident  might  destroy  every  vestige  of  their  exis- 
tence in  an  hour.  They  should  be  properly  arranged  in  some  fire 
proof  building  and  the  Committee  recommend  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  structure  for  this  purpose. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  commodious  fire  proof  record 
office  might  be  builton  the  site  of  the  Cannon  Shed,  within  the 
public  circle.  In  the  basement  could  be  stored  the  fuel  required  for 
a  year,  and  also  the  cannon  and  other  property  now  in  the  cannon 
shed.  The  basement  might  also  contain  a  substitute  for  "the  dis- 
gustingly conspicuous  building  known  as  the  Public  temple."     The 


continuance  of  this  establishment  in  its  present  position  has  been 
complained  of  for  years  and  is  a  disgrace  to  the  State  and  an  out- 
rage to  every  feeling   of  refinement. § 

On  the  first  and  second   floors   might   be    constructed  eight  fire 
proof  record  rooms  of  32  feet  by  20,  which    would,  in  the   opinion 
of  ihe  committee  afford    suitable    accommodalions   for  the  records, 
and    also  offices    for     the    commissioner    of  the     land  office    and 
lieeper  of  the  Chancery  records.     Apart    from    the  security  to  the 
property  of  the  Slate,  this  improvement  is  absolutely   demanded  by 
the  wants  of  the  Legislature.     There  is  now  no  room  in  the  State 
House  suitable  for    the    meeting  of  committees.     The    committee 
room,  so  called,  of  the  House,  is  a  mere  thoroughfare  constantly  in 
use  by  the  folder  and  his  assistants.     The  room  above  it  is   needed 
for  the  committee  clerks.    The  office  ofthe  Adjutant  General  and  the 
Hall  ofthe  House  are  used  by  committees  and  both  are  unsuitable  for 
the  purpose.     In  the  hall  there  are   frequently    several  committees 
engaged  at  the  same    time,  and    it  is  impossible    that    the   Public 
business    can  be    carefully  transacted    under    such   disadvantages. 
This  report  is  adopted  in  the  Library  where  the  committee  have  been 
obliged  to  hold  their  meeting,  after  finding  every  corner  ofthe  State 
House  in    the    possession    of   other    committees.     No  man   would 
agree  to  transact  his  private  business  under  such  disadvantages,  and 
it  is  improper  that  the  business  ofthe  State  should  be  less  carefully 
cared  for.     When  it  is  remembered  that  there  are  twenty-one  stand- 
ing committees  in  the  House  of  Delegates  and  fourteen  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  that  numerous    .select  committees  are  constantly  appointed 
by  each  body,  it  must  be  admitted  that  great  confusion  will  necessa- 
rily attend  their  meetings  under  the  present  circumstances.  It  is  but 
fair  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  labor  in  the  State's  service  should 
be  allowed  a  suitable  place  to  perform    (heir  work.     This   would  be 
affected  by  the  erection   ofthe    proposed  building,    as  at  least  four 
good  rooms  in  the  State  House  would  then  be  vacated  which  might 
be  used  as  committee  rooms. 

The  committee  have  consulted  with  Messrs.  Dixon,  Balbirnie  and 
Dixon,  Architects  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  find  that  a  building 
ofthe  proposed  description  might  be  erected  for  $28,000,  and  they 
unite  in  recommending  its  construction    without  delay. 

The  committee  recommend  the  removal  of  the  present  gateway 
for  the  adn)ission  of  carts  to  the  rear  ofthe  Stale  House.  The  present 
road  is  very  steep  and  inconvenient  and  will  be  obstructed  by  the 
proposed  building.  The  walk  from  the  front  galeway  is  unpaved, 
and  is  very  bad  in  wet  weather:  a  pavement  should  be  built  from 
this  point  and  also  to  the  Treasury.  The  steps  of  the  fiont  entrance 
to  the  State  House  and  the  porch  itself  need  some  repairs,  and  the 
committee  recommend  that  they  be  made. 

No  State  in  liie  Union,  at  all  comparable  in  importance  with 
Maryland,  has  public  buildings  so  inconvenient  and  unsuitable. — 
Most  of  them  have  erected  sjjlendid  edifice*  which  are  the  pride  of 
the  States.  The  Ca])iiol  of  Ohio  is  but  liiih;  less  in  size  than  that 
at  Washington  City.  In  Tennessee,  and  indeed  in  almost  every 
other  State,  a  proper  State  pride  has  induced  an  expenditure  for 
these  piiriioacs  worthy  ofthe  object.     There   is   scarcely  a    county 


%  Maryiarrd  which   has  offices  of  record  as  unsafe    as  those    in  the. 
State  House.     It    is   full     time    that    Maryland    should   ipiitate  the 
exanrfpie  of  her  sister  States  in  this  respect  to  som^  extent  at  least.. 
Tire  commiUee  respectful  report  the  accompanying  bill. 

A.  B.  HAGNER,  Gh'r 
THOMAS  J.  McKAIG, 
JOHN  W.  DOUGHERTY, 
P.  A.  BRAWNER, 
N,.  T.  DUSHANE, 


